ALASKA PRESBYTERY 
NATIONAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 
April 4th 1936 


Mr. Moderator and Brethern: 


Your Committee through narrative reports, statistical summaries, and 
personal visitations has come to the conclusion that each field gives 
evidence of faithful sowing, thoughtful cultivation and zealous pastoral 
activity. Your Committee believes the missionaries are worthy of the con-= 
fidence of the supporting churches and the Board which is so carefully 
administering benevolences. The Committee acknowledges your hearty cooperatior 
throughout the year and expresses the conviction that our Executive Secretary, 
Dr. J. M. Somerndike, has been generous with the fields and missionaries of 


our Presbytery. We are grateful for the adjustment in salaries made by the 
Board last October. 


Let us take a glimpse of the several fields of our Presbytery: 
In Skagway Rev. and Mrs. F. G. Klerekoper are developing the | 

Presbyterian Church as a Community interest with gratifying spiritual as 
well as material progress. They increased the local salary support beginning 
October 1, 1935. Mr. Klerekoper writes: "Skagway is a frontier town and has 
all the virtues and vices of such a place. We feel that during the year, 
progress, in a spiritual way, has been made. How much of the seed sown has 
taken we leave in the hands of Him who sees the inner recesses of the heart. 
We deplore the conditions of indifferencd in our city and feel it can only 
be overcome by continued efforts." 


Haines and Klukwan are being served by Rev. and Mrs. R. K. Wheeler. 
Mr. Wheeler writes: "The state of religion among the Thlingits in Haines is 
highly pleasing. Attendance at church, Christian Endeavor and prayermeeting 
is very good. The village children are becoming more interested in Sunday 
School attendance due to my weekly Bible hour at the government school. About 
one fourth of the white people in Haines have a good religious spirit. Most 
of the others are indifferent or are calloused sinners. Many of these are 
anxious that the church should be a civic asset. About one twentieth of the 
population at Chilkoot Barracks is religiously minded. An equal number are 
hostile to religion. The remainder are lukewarm. The church with the help 
of the Board ($120) installed a new hot air furnace and a concrete block 
chimney at a total cost of $325, New lighting fixtures were installed cost- 
ing $130. --Several rooms in the manse painted at a cost of $25% The members | 
are planning to build a storm entrance on the north porch next fall. He ; 
adds: "The state of religion among the older people in Klukwan is excellent. 
They faithfully carry on church services when the missionary cannot be 
present. The younger people are gradually losing interest in the Christian 
work. As rapidly as possible they are moving to other Alaskan towns. 
Probably in 20 more years Klukwan will be entirely abandoned as was Hindu- 
stucki twenty years ago." They increased salary support beginning Oct 1/35. 


Rev. John A. Glasse is the pastor of the one fully self-supporting 
church of our Presbytery, the Northern Light Presbyterian Church of Juneau. 
Mr. and Mrs. Glasse have reported: "We are closing what I suppose should be | 
called another good year, if we are to mean by that that we are making some 
progress; but we are far from what. I should like to see both in vision and 
undertaking, not to mention accomplishment. One thing that might be cited re 
by way of blessing for which we are grateful to God is the fact that, while ny 
there havebeen none here in the past ten years, we have had six adult iat 
baptisms in this closing year. We have had thirteen accessions by professior 
or baptism, all of them adults, and eleven by letter. <A new heating system — 
has been installed and paid for at a cost of about $1500, including cost of 
some tinting yet to be done; and we are asking another $1000 extra in the — 


a4 
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new year's budget canvass to make the repairs inside and outside which 


need to be made this summer." They accepted a benevolence quota of $165.00 
which is a ten percent increase. 


The First Presbyterian Church of Juneau has been served by Rev. 
and Mrs. David Waggoner. Their son, Ralph whom many remember as a student 
for the ministry, has been home this winter. He has assisted and preached 
in both the First and the Northern Light Churches. Mr. Waggoner reported 
that the church exceeded their benevolent quota, have had a week day Bible 
School of 60 plus, Bible schools with the enrollment of 72 in Juneau and 
£3 in Douglas, Vacation Bible School in Juneau with an average of 42. The 
church has been calsomined, the seats varnished, the heating equipment 
temporarily repaired, and the floor painted. They accepted a benevolent 
quota increase for the coming year, new quota $35. They have had both 
preaching service and Sunday School in Douglas. The death of Albert Wilson, 
their Sunday School Superintendent is a severe loss. 


Hoonah and surrounding points have been served by Rev. and Mrs. 
KE. E. Bromley. The Hoonah Church building improvements have been steadily 
progressing with the church members contributing their labor as well as a 
financial interest. They have a new heating plant for their enlarged 
facilities in worship and Christian education. Mr. Bromley rendered a 
wide service through his use of the "A. L. Lindsley" last summer, and he 
is anticipating a full Vacation Bible School and cannery visitation 
itineration this coming summer. 


. Rev. and Mrs. Jackson Le. Webster have expressed satisfaction 
in the progress the Sitka Church is making toward the hoped for new 
building. They have led and directed in many spiritual activities for the 
community and the Sheldon Jackson School. He writes: “When I try to 
estimate the state of religion within our bounds, I find myself elated and 
troubled in turn. We have received 24 members into the church during the 
winter season and will receive 12 more before the church year closes. 25 
of these are new memebers, joining upon confession of their faith. Four 
are whites, one a filipino; most of them of mixed native and white blood." 
Dismissals and suspensions are indicating a decrease in the number of 
communicants. Moral and spiritual slackness has been distressing. Yet 
a good number have proven a spiritual growth. The Week Day Church School 
and Boy Scout and Gamp Fire Girl troops have given opportunity for direct- 
ing living Christian experiences. Ghristian Endeavor and Allied Youth 
have strengthened the young people in general. More whites are attending. 
The church building campaign is being furthered. More friendly relations 
with the Greek Orthodox have allowed fellowship in union evangelistic 
meetings. 


Layworker and Mrs. Andrew Wanamaker have been serving in Angoon 
since October 15th. Mr. Wanamaker has indicated a much better interest in 
attendance at regular services of worship, Sunday School and Christian | _ 
Endeavor this year than there was last year. This may be attributed to 
a much better health among the Angoon people. The members have given the 
church a good thorough cleaning. They hope to have the church building 
painted this coming summer, and the National Missions Committee believes 
that the Angoon church members will make this project possible through | 
their financial interest. Angoon paid $70 toward the salary of their ai, 
layworker for his seven month period. Se 
all 
“their services. The Kake church raised sufficient money to reshingle their © 
building and do some inside painting. They not only bought the shingl Ps 


Layworker and Mrs. George R. Betts report good attendance at 
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but they have put them on. They have been having an average of 30 in their 
Week Day Bible School. 


Layworker and Mrs. Samuel G. Johnson report a good interest and 
many difficulties in Petersburg. The competition given on account of the 
Silver shows and the Sunday. shrimp cannery operation has made Mr. Johnson's 
ministry most difficult. The Johnsons have been a real spiritual help to 
the people of Petersburg. The Petersburg so far has paid $27.05 toward the 
tabs aa of their layworker, and can be expected to pay the balance of 
$7.95. 

Rev. and Mrs. Robert G. Hall arrived in Alaska, Nov 18/35, and 
took the "A. L. Lindsley" to Klawock which they have made the center of their 
work on the Klawock-Craig field. Mr. Hall reports:"The condition of religion 
in the Klawock church is at a very low ebb at this time. The spirit of co- 
operation has died and up to date all my pleading and praying has shown 
little results. There has been a lot of sickness in Klawock this winter and 
death has claimed ten since I came to Klawock. The church in the minds of 
the greater majority of the members runs a close second, when they haven't 
anything else to do they come to church. The church doesn't seem to have a 
central place in their lives as it used to have.” Mr. Hall reports:"The Craig 
Church though facing difficult problems seems to me to have a fine Christian 
spirit. Their membership is small for since the last revision of the roll 
by the Session there is only 26 active members. I think that given time and 
much prayer we can build up the membership again." 


Layworker Gibson Young who has been successfully serving at Hyda-~- 
burg has taken a wife. Mr. Young reports that Mrs. Young and the Hydaburg 
church are doing fine. The attendance at all services has been good. Hydat 
burg has paid $5 a month toward the salary of their layworker. 


Rev. and Mrs. Ae D. Swogger develop a picture of advancement in 
Metlakatla with the following paragraphs: 

"Te Annual meeting of the church this year was one full of 
interest. The attendance was the best since the Missionary's coming to the 
field. The reports from the different departments of the church were inter- 
esting and helpful in setting before the people what xhaxmkf&ikaars is being 
done by the church in its different brannhes. I have found the officers 
more ready to report, and some of them even take pride in their work. When 
it came to the election of the new officers for the next year there was no 
hesitation about the people presenting their choices. Ballots were used 
this year, for the first time, since my coming. By this means we avoided 
"herd" voting as is so likely to take place in such a group. The Elders, 
Deacons, Ushers have all responded more readily to suggestions by their 
Pastor, than before, the trend is upward. 

"Te Sunday School is holding its own in mambers and be- — 
coming more effieient in its work of instruction. The Women's Sootéty is 
reaching a higher standard of efficiency, in the character and interest of 
their meetings, and the varied activities pertaining to the church. The C.E. 
is moving forward. The financial condition is more encouraging. Yes, in 
spite of the xawx sometimes lew-hanging clouds, the church as a body of 
believers is better, living on a higher plane than it did a year ago. 

"they have had a leadership-training class. They have in- 
stalled two oil-heaters in the church and remodeled the church kitchen, and 
have sent $99 to the Board of National Missions, $10 to Foreign Missions." 


Rev. and Mrs. Donald G. Christiansen meached Ketchikan, Jan 26/36 
to minister in Ketchikan and Saxman as did Rev. George J. Beck who retired 
from the field Nov 30/35. Rev. Verne J. Swanson served the field, Nov 27th 
to Jan 22nd. Mr. Christiansen reports: "There is a spirit of optimism = 
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among the members of the church and the officers are encouraged over the 
whole situation. I hope that my report next year will show some worth-while 
results obtained by consecrated men and women working together with God." 
Mr. Christiansen reports a discouraged people and a discouraging situation 
in Saxman. The officers ame shirking their responsibility for the ringing 
of the church bell and the starting of the fire so that the building will 
be comfortable as a place of worship. He states that "there are a few 
faithful and consecrated women at Saxman who are praying for God's blessing 
upon the church. I am not expecting too much from these people and though 
the work seems discouraging at times, still we may be able to go forward." 


Rev. and Mrs. Russell F. Pederson serving in Wrangell and attempt- 
ing to minister to the students at Wrangell Institute are not satisfied with 
the results of the past year. Yet we see the probabilities for the coming 
year and the fruit likely from the year's sowing and cultivation. We have 
been thankful for the interest evidenced by attendance and financial support. 
The church has lost some good financial support through the removal of mem- 
bers to other communities. The Sunday School, Missionary Society, and 
Ladies'Aid have been loyal and active groups. The newly organized West- 
minister Society of the young native women is one of the most promising 
groups. The Church is giving a community service through the Boy and Girl 
Scout troops started in the church and sponsored by friendly organigations. 
The Everymember canvass last fall was much closer to an actual canvass than 
any time Before and the members are using the Weekly envelopes. Both the 
manse and the church have had improvements and the manse grounds are to be 
landscaped this summer as a project of the Ladies! Aid Society. The Whites 
and Natives are working together as a people serving God, worshipping Him _ 
who is the God of all races, and we are praying that this spirit may grown 
so that all Alaska may come more and more to be a people who are not race- 
prejudiced but Christian in brotherly affection. 


At this point the rollof the churches given opportunity to contri- 
bute to the Boards of the Church was called. All responded in the affirmativ 


Rec. #1 As a Committee we recommend that the following requests for 
financial assistance in making repairs and improvements be approved by 
Presbytery and submitted to the Board of National Missions: 


a. Juneau First Church $25.00 for materials to repair the bell tower 


Wi ,account supports are rotted and unsafe. 
be. Klukwan 50.00 for reshingling combined manse & church 
L roof. 
ce Klawock / 100.00 for painting manse, shingles for back 


porch, repapering certain rooms, brick 
for chimney, window frames replacement, 
paint for interior woodwork & floors. 

d. Hydaburg J 100.00 for manse repairs---shingle replacements, 
kitchen renovation, fireplace repair, 
repapering, and renewing back porch floor. 


SA vatepebure /100.00 for materials remodeling living quarters, 
. for moving toilet and installing bathtub. 
f. Hoonah J/30.00 for manse back & front porch step renewals, 


refinish interior of manse, repair bath 
room fixtures. 


g. Angoon /$0.00 approximately ha&f cost of painting church. 
h. Kake 50.00 renewal of sewer, water tank, floor repair, 
i. Wrangell xy 50.00 repapering and lumber for manse repairs, 


painting. 


oa 
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Rec. #2 As a Committee we recommend the following grants, Oct 1/36 to Sept 30/37 
from the Board of National Missions: 
a. Juneau & Douglas Rev. David Waggoner #1450.” 
Travel & rent 100. IGS, 
b. Sitka Rev. Jackson L. Webster 1150.6 \», 
c. Hoonah Rev. Ek. E. Bromley 1450. / 
d. Wrangell Rev. Russell F, Pederson 127 pee 
Travel 50. fo: 
e. Ketchikan & Saxman Reve Donald G Christiansen L500. i¥in, 
Travel 204 
f. Skagway Rev. Fred G. Klerekoper 940.” 
g. Metlakatla Rev. A. D. Swogger ; 1450.” 
Rent (to be paid through Mr. 240.4 
| warn Swogger) i 
h. Haines & Klukwan ' Rev. Ralph K. Wheeler 1160. 
. Travel 80. > Sa, 
i. Craig & Klawock Rev. Robert G. Hall 1200. itu 
‘ Travel 100. Yo. 
j.- Petersburg Samuel G. Johnson, Layworker ,<«, 385.(7 months) 
Kya | 
k. Hydaburg Gibson Young, Layworker ave, 440.(8 months) 
1. Angoon Andrew Wanamaker, Layworker 2. < 350.(7 months) 
Manse rent (to be paid direct 60.4 
to Mr. George R. Betts) 
m. Kake George R. Betts, Layworker -... 440.(8 months) 
n. M/s Princeton | y, 
Captain Rev. Verne J. Swanson 1260. 
Helper 600. rw Ss 
Maintenance 500. 
o. A. Le. Lindsley, gas boat Maintenance 150.4 
pe Presbytery Meeting travel expense 125.” 
gq. Furlough & New Missionaries Travel 300.4 
$16,380. 


eh 
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The following recommendations are made and submitted for the 
approval of the Presbytery: 


Rec. #5 That each National Missions Church of our Presbytery be called on to 
© increase her local participation in the support of her minister and that 
Christian Stewardship and systematic giving be emphasized again this year. 


Rec. #4 That each missionary make more careful study of and application to 
his field of the "Standards Applicable to All Aided Churches" which are a 
part of the annual application of the Church for National Missions Aid. 


Rec. #5 That the churches conducting Vacation Bible Schools and Week Day 
Bible Schools be heartily commended, and that during the coming year each 
church in the Presbytery have both Vacation Bible and Week Day Bible 
Schools; furthermore that the missionaries conduct additional Vacation 
Bible Schools wherever openings can be made, and that the Board's treasury 
be strengthened through Vacation Bible School offerings whenever possible. 


Rec. #6 \fhat the report of Presbytery's Committee on United Promotion be 
considered, namely that "The Synodical Council, Jan 10/36 accepted $36,608. 
as its benevolence quota for the year 1936-37 and that the Council voted 
to allocate the additional amount to the Presbyteries proportionately. 

The apportionment for the Presbytery of Alaska for the year beginning 
April 1, 1936 is 1127.) That the following benevolent quotas be accepted: 


$25 Angoon $25 Ketchikan 
20 Craig 20 Klawock : 
100 Haines 10 Klukwan 
50 Hoonah . 150 Metlakatla 
40 Hydaburg 20 Petersburg 
55 Juneau First eco Sitka 
165 Juneau Northern Light 75 Skagway 
25 Kake 100 Wrangell 


42 General Mise. Sources 
Total XX2% $1127.00 


We call the attention of the Presbytery of Alaska to the “General 
Church Appraisal" and suggest that a fresh unprejudiced study thereof 
can be helpful to each minister and church. 


We call the attention of the Presbytery to the contribution of the 
Publicity Department of the Board of Natwhonal Missions in making avail- 
able the movie projector and nine reels of film in 1935. Dr. Arthur H. 
Limouze wrote: "I think you have sent in a mighty fine report on the use 
of the projector and films. You may count on a similar service next fall 
again when we will send you the latest material we have." We should keep 
$n mind that the Board wishes to know the following facts for each show- 
ing of film: attendance, interest in the pictures, amount of offering if 
one is taken, and amount remitted to the Board of National Missions. Also 
whether the pictures were considered instrumental in increasing the amount 
of benevolences given by the church. If each missionary will report the 
above to the National Missions Chairman, the final report for the Pres- 
bpytery will be quickly compiled. 


We call the attention of all the missionaries that the Board of 
i allows the submission of salary vouchers, the 15th, of 
macagrecetir aint thet each missionary endeavor to mail his report 
prOMpeEly after the 14th to the National Missions Chairman. 


” . 
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We call the attention of the Presbytery of Alaska to the success 
of the 1935 Young People's Conference at Sitka and to the fact that the 
Boards of National Missions and Christian Education have agreed to grants 
of $50 each as a subsidy to the 1936 Conference if necessary with Dr. J.M. 
Somerndike instructing that the Princeton and crew be available for trans- 
portation of the Delegates and Staff. 


We call attention to the instruction of Dr. J. M. Somerndike that 


all income from any Board of National Missions property must be promptly 
remitted to the Board. 


Rec. #7. That Leadership Training Classes be made a goal in each church of 
the Presbytery, and that as many as possible of the young people in these 


Classes be given an opportunity to attend the Young People's Conference 
at Sitka. } 


Rec. #8. That the Resolutions Committee prepare suitable statements indicat- 
ing our appreciation of the missionary service being accomplished in Haines 
House and Sheldon Jackson School and our confidence in the Staff of each 
organization, and that copies of same be sent to the Woman's Board and the 
Superintendents of Haines House and Sheldon Jackson School. 


Rec. #9. That the Presbytery instruct the Resolutions Committee to prepare 
a Memorial of the Service of our brother presbyter, Rev. Fred R. Falconer, 
member of the National Missions Committee, who died July 1935; and that 
the Stated Clerk send copy of same to Mrs. Emma Falconer, 4510 Brooklyn 
Ave., Seattle, Washington, and to the Board of National Missions. 


Rec.#10 That all the churches of the Presbytery cooperate with the Christian 
Fellowship Tour which this year will be under the direction of Rev. David 
Waggoner in July. 


Rec.#11 That a furlough of four months be granted Kev. Russell F. Pederson 
in connection with his attendance at the 1936 General Assembly. 


Red.#12 That Rev. Verne J. Swanson, operator of the M/s Princeton, preach 
each sedond Sunday in Wrangell during the absence of Mr. Pederson, and that 
he conduct the Vacation Bible School in Wrangell this summer, unless an equal 
ly (This recommendation was not approved by Presbytery) 
acceptable arrangement comes up. 


Rec .#13 That the National Missions Committee be instructed to secure adjust- 
ments in case of need for the several fields of the Presbytery. 


Red.#14 That the Board of National Missions authorize the National Missions 
Committee to permit the use of the Princeton for the Sheldon Jackson School 
Gospel and Basketball team tour in the season 1956-57. 


Rec .#15 That the Board of National Missions return to the Ketchikan Church 
the $10 per month rent from the church garage to be used as part of the 
= operating expenses. 
Rec .#16 To the Board of National Missions that a $60 per year increase in 
Rev. Verne J. Swanson's salary be allowed. 
* 
Rec.#17 That the mailing date of samples of orders of service for special 


days be made a month earlier, and that through the Stated Clerk we request — 
the Boards to make this change. we 
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Rec. #18. That the recommendation of Rev. Verne J. Swanson regarding the 
Princeton be submitted to the Board of National Missions as follows: 


As operator of the Princeton, I make the following recommendations: 
I. That a new engine be installed on the Princeton. 

Our present plant has served for about 65000 nautical 
miles & will immediately require about $1500 for an overhaul. 
unless replaced. We are still troubled by excessive fumes 
from the crank case in spite of repairs by the expert 
mechanic from the engine's factory. 

A new engine would reducé noise & vibration & give us 
more room. The installed cost of a new 100 HP diesel 
engine may be 5000.00 or less. at 

The old engine may be sold for $2000.00 . 


eeele: Missions Committee, Gentlemen, 


Ii. That the Princeton's pilot house be raised & placed on deck 
& that an additional stateroom be built on deck aft of the 
pilot house. 


III. That these changes & repairs be consummated in Seattle at 
the time of Synod summer of 1936, if the Board may 
authorize the same." 


Rec. #19. That Walter Sobileff, Thlingit candidate for the ministry, be 
used as a helper on the M/s Princeton to promote Young People's work in 
the Presbytery of Alaska if satisfactory financial arrangements can be 


madeée 


Rec. #20. That a grant of three dozen American Bible Society Bibles and 
three dozen of the Praise & Service hymnals with responsive readings 
bound in Manila or brown cloth be made to Layworker George R. Betts, Kake, 
Alaska, for the work, since Mr. Betts has volunteered to conduct Bible 
Study, Vac&tion Bible Schools, and services of worship wherever opportunity 
opens while he is in camp and cannery points during his summer fishing. 


Rec.#el That the Presbytery of Alaska instruct the Resolutions Committee 
> to prepare a statement of confidence in the Board of National Missions 
and appreciation of the thoughtful and generous administration by Dr. JeMe 
Somerndike during the past year indicating that Presbytery expresses 
regrets that Dr. Somerndike was not able to be present with us in this 
meeting and stating that the best interests of the several fields and 
development of our work will be furthered by his earliest practicable 


visitation. 


Rec. #22 That the following statement be included in the committee 
report: "Concerning the matter of the present unsatisfactory living 
conditions of our esteemed tative layworkers, this Presbytery rejoices 
in their desire to improve these conditions feeling that this is a mark 
of progress, and an evidence of the uplifting power of Jesus Christ and 
of the work of our Presbyterian Church. 

"We commend every faithful worker for his labors in the Master's 
and are encouraged by every evidence of God's blessing upon us. 

"We sympathize with their desire for a larger monthly allowance 
than our Presbytery's Committee feels justified in asking of the Board; 


® 4n the Board's readiness to meet tha 
and would express Our fossipie.” peers se ¥ 


an 


cause, 


Box 275 
Wrangell, Alaska 
Dr. J. M. Somerndike April 13th 1936 


Board National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave., New York 


' Dear Dr. Somerndike: 


In this letter you will find the National Missions Committee 
Report of the Spring Meeting of Presbytery held in KXKXMKKEK Metlakatla, 
April 1 to 6th. The following is given with the intention of giving 
your office the information which will help you to better understand 
recommendations: 


Rec. #1 a. Juneau First Church--The Church has undertaken to raise $125 for 
a new heating stove and they have agreed to raise $25 toward the cost 
of the necessary improvements. The materials for repairing the bell 
tower supports or rather replacing them and doing other inside work 
will cost about $50. The Committee was in favor of recommending that 
$25 be granted by the Board. The Juneau Native people have had a very 
difficult year. Their incomes have been insufficient to meet their — 
actual needs. 


b. Klukwan---The Committee realizes that the church at Klukwan is in 
fact a mission preaching point for Rev. R. K. Wheeler. If the native 
people agree to transport the shingles from Haines to Kluiwan and put 
them on the building, they will be doing quite a good deal. The build- 
ing is much in need of this replacement of shingles, and at the present 
time is leaking bringing a deterioration and spoiling of the interior. 
This $50 should be available for use this summer. 


c. The Klawock note is self-explanatory. The manse had been allowed 

to become run-down. Practically nothing has been expended on upkeep for 
several years. It so badily needs painting that it is unsightly. To 
keep within the $100 requested Mr. Hall will be compelled to do all the 
work himself. The Klawock Church should be painted, and we understand 
that the people will do that. 


d. Hydaburg---We beligve that there are two unexpended grants available 
up to Sépt 30/36 $31.95 and $125.00.” It was estimated that $200 would be 
required to put the Hydaburg manse in fair condition. The Committee 
agreed to endeavor to secure $100 for renovation. Our recommendation is 
that the two before mentioned amounts bé kept available. Mr. Gibson Young 
will gladly do what he can before he leaves the field May Slst. But he 
cannot accomplish all by that time, and funds should be available after 
Oct lst for Hydaburg manse repairs. 


e. Petersburg---The living quarters at Petersburg must be changed. At 
present they are most inconvenient and furthermore it is impossible to 
keep water pipes from freezing in the winter under the present arrange- 

‘ 


ment. /*%,> 


f. Hoonah---The note is quite complete. We urge your making this “°° =» 
available. Nothing has been spent on this manse for some time, and the 
property should be kept up, especially when we have a good worker like 
Mr. Bromley willing to do the labor end. 
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&- Angoon---The field had several requests. Our Committee has 
turned them all back to the local field with encouragement to do 
more for themselves. The Board of National Missions made a grant 
to assist with the building of the Angoon Church. The field did 
a good deal at that time. Since the erection the building has not 
been painted. The $30 requested is about half the amount needed to 
furnish the paint. This has béén explained as conditional to their 
raising the balance and agreeing to apply the paint. 


S36 Wo 
h. Kake---The Manse sewer must be replacedand the floor put in 
repair. There is $47.38 according to our records in unexpended 
Srants available until Sept 30/36. This amount should be continued 
beyond October lst so that the Layworker may continue the repairs 
on his return to the field in the fall. 


i. Wrangell---The manse has been painted on one side, that is the 
casings and front porch. The rest of the woodwork needs two coats 
this summer, and the very latest next. The floors of porches have 
given away and need renewal of joists as well as floorins. Some of 
the rooms need repapering. The congregational funds are all going 
toward the church operation. = Sv.» 


Rec. #2. You will note that travel allowances have been changed. The workers 


have agreed to the reductions where they have been made, and where the 
additions have been made the Committee earnestly urges the larger 
allowance for travel. Particular note is made in case of Klawock. Mr. 
Hall has purchased a gasboat, and he will need to show severe economy 
to operate his own boat within $100 in carrying the program of activity 
he has planned. . 

You will note that the Committee has changed the Sitka grant from 
&1270 down to $1150. We urged the Elder and the Missionary from Sitka 
to plead with the Sitka church to accept the greater responsibility 
for local support. | 

We doubt that Mr. Hall will be able to raise $200 on the Klawock- 
Craig field, but he will try to do so. You will need to keep this 
missionary in mind for a supplement in case it is necessary. 

The Committee believes that the Layworkers should have a total 
salary of $60 at least. The elders at Presbytery wished to have a 
larger summ placed in the budget for layworker salary. They seemed 
satisfied with having recommendation #22 which they had written 
appended to this report. 

Please note recommendation #16 in connection with division "n" 
of this recommendation. | 

We also wish that you would increase the helper's salary. There 
is no boat in the territory which operates at such a salary basis for 
a helper, especially when he pays his own food and laundry bills. 


Rec. #12 was not approved by Presbytery because the missionaries felt that 
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Mr. Swanson should not be so limited in accomplishing the real purpose 
of the Princeton as he would be with a call each two weeks at Wrangell. 
We feel that the field can get along with less visits from Mr. Swanson, 
especially since Mrs. Pederson will not be leaving to take furlough at 
the time Mr. Pederson goes, but will be present to help provide the 


leadership. ‘ 


’ 
be 


Rev. John A, Glasse, 1956 
Juneau, Alaska 


Dear Mr. Glasser: 


i have just finished my study of the recommendations made at the recent 
meeting of Presbytery for property repairs, and I am writing to say that we are meking 
immediate provision for the repairs amounting to $50 for the Wrangell manse end the item 
of $25 for the repair of the bell tower in the Juneau native church. Is it your desire 
that 1 notify lr. Waggoner and tir, Pederson that these repairs may be made immediately, 
or do you wish to do so? ie have also made immediate provision for the repairs to the 
heating plant at Ketchikan, which Mr. Pederson estimated would cost $270. It seems to 
me that it would saye a good deal of time and work for you if our office would deal direct- 
ly with these missionaries regarding these repairs, especially since the bills must come 
through to my office within certain regulations which the Board requires for the submis- 
Sion of repair bills. 


I am vequesting authority to provide for the foltouing repairst- 


Kiukwan $50 «00 
Klawock 100,00 
Hy daburg 100,00 
Petersburg 100.00 


Hoonsh 30,00 
Angoon 50,00 
Kake 50.00 


I am hoping that these repairs can be authorized within the near future so thet they can 
ell be taken care of this summer. However, this may not be possible; and if they have 
to be postponed until the Fall, we shall have to accept the situation with the best grace 
We Can. 


With reference to the repairs necessary to the Princeton boat, I am tak- 
ing up that matter at once with the proper office at headquarters, and I am hopeful that | 
we will be able to secure the appropriation necessary to purchase the new engine and have 
it installed while the Princeton is at Seattle, taking the sorecgaaalfh dom to the meeting 
of Synod. 


With reference to the changes recommended by the Presbytery in the sala-. 
ries of certain white and native missionaries, I am not able to give you final word on 
this until we know what the budget for the new year will be. You probably are not aware 
that the Board's budget year now runs from October lst to the following September 530th. 
It is not concurrent with the church year which runs from April lst to March Slst. The 
new budget, therefore, in connection with which the changes in salary which the Presby- 
tery recommended, will be considered, will not be known for another month or two, and 
the allocations will be made during the summer. I shall, therefore, write you our final 
decision with reference to the budget for the salaries and expenses of the workers some 


time in the late sumer. I shall do my best to conform to the Presbytery's requests, 


a 
‘ 
~ 
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With reference to other recommendations made to the Board, I am making re- 
sponses as follows:~ 


(Rec. #14 - "That the Board of National Missions authorize the National Missions Committee 
to permit the use of the Princeton for the Sheldon Jackson School Gospel 
end Basketball team tour in the season 1956-87%) 


We agree to this proposal with the understanding that all the expenses connected with 
Operating the Princeton during that tour will be provided out of the budget of the Sheldon 
Jackson School and remitted to the Board on receipt of a memorandum of the expense incur- 
red as submitted to the Sheldon Jackson School by Mr. Swanson. These are the terms on 
which the Princeton was used for this purpose last year, and it seems to be the most satis— 
factory arrangement since the expense for the operation of the Princeton is carried in the 
Alaska budget and since all the financiel requirements of Sheldon Jackson School are pro- 
vided for s & special budget assigned to that school by the Unit of Educational and Medi- 
cal Work. I shall write to Mr. Swanson about this matter. 


(Rec, #15 - "That the Board of National Missions return to the Ketchikan church the $10 
per month rent from the church garage to be used as dais of the operating 
expenses".) 


The Board is unwilling to make an exception to its rule that the inceme from all properties 
owned by the Board must be remitted to the Board. If the gerege at Aetchiken is a part of | 
the property which is owned by the Board of National Missions, the rental should be remit- 
ted to the Board each month hy Mr. Christiensen. If the church needs en additional appro- — 
priation of $10 a month for its reguler operating expenses, we will make provision for it 
in the regular Alaska budget and Mr. Christiansen can draw the amount each month as a 
maintenance item; but you can readily sppreciate the irregularity of using rentals from 
property which should come into the Board's accounts in the category of returns on real . 
estate for the operating expense of the church, which is in an entirely different budget. 

I assume that Yr. Christiansen is now using the garage rentals in this way, but he should 
be notified of the necessity of conforming to the Board's ayia rule im such matters. 


(Rec. ns - To the Board of Nationel Missions thet a $60 per year increase in Rev. Verne 
J, Swanson's salary be allowed.*) | | 


We shall endeavor to give Mr. Swanson the smerseye in salary which ‘the rioog see recom— 
mends.« 


(Rees #19 - "That Walter Sobileff, Thlingit candidate for the ministry, be used as a a ae 
on the Princeton to promote young people's work in the Presbytery of — 
Alaska if satisfactory financial arrangements can be made.") 


I am unable to provide out of the inadequate budget for Alaska whan an eppropriation for 
Walter Sobileff as a helper on the Princeton during the summer, to promote young people's 
work. If he is willing to do this work as a volunteer, providing his own maintenance 

while on the boat, we shall be very glad indeed to have him accompany Mr. Swanson es a 
helper; but since no provision was made in this year's budget for the Alaska work for such 
a helper, and since all the other items that were provided for in the budget ere being used, 
you can readily appreciate my ewbarrassment in making any finencisl provision for Walter 

in doing this work which I think is very importent but which we simply do not have the 


money to support this year. 
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(Rec. #20 - "That a grant of three dozen American Bible Society Bibles end three dozen 
of the Praise and Service hymals with responsive readings bound in 
manila or brown cloth be made to layworker, George R. Bette.") 


| We will make a grant of the hymnals requested for Mr, Betts and are requesting the Ameri- 
can Bible Society office in San Francisco to make foe grant of Bibles. 


With every good wish, I am | ha 
Paithfully yours, 


JHS:BH 


